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Today’s daf continues the discussion of the Halachos of נר חנוכה: 

The first halachah cited is concerning the maximum height of the 
placement of the menorah:
 Rav Kahana said – אמר רב כהנה, דרש רב נתן בר מניומי משמיה דרב תנחום
that Rav Nassan bar Menyomi darshened in the name of Rav 
Tanchum:
– נר חנוכה שהניחה למעלה מעשרים אמה פסולה כסוכה וכמבוי
Chanukah lights that are placed above twenty amos are posul, as is 
the Halacha regarding the height of a Succah or a קורה - a crossbeam 
placed over the entrance of a mavoi, which must also be placed not 
higher than twenty amos.
As Rashi quotes from the Gemara in Maseches Succah -
 because they are difficult to see at that height, and - דלא שלטא בה עינא
therefore, regarding the Mitzvah of נר חנוכה, lacks in פרסומי ניסא . It’s 
not accomplishing its purpose of publicizing the miracle.

The Gemara then discusses the proper place for the menorah in the 
doorway:
- אמר רבה נר חנוכה מצוה להניחה בטפח הסמוכה לפתח
The Chanukah lights should be placed within a tefach of one’s 
entrance to his house. 
The Gemara cites a dispute whether it should be placed on the right 
side or left side of the doorway, and then rules:
– והלכתא משמאל, כדי שיהא נר חנוכה משמאל  ומזוזה מימין
The Halacha is that the menorah is placed on the left, so that one 
should be surrounded with mitzvos upon entering his house – 
having the מנורה on his left and the מזוזה on his right.

The Gemara then discusses using the light of the Menorah for 
mundane purposes:

- אמר רב יהודה אמר רב אסי אסור להרצות מעות כנגד נר חנוכה
It is forbidden to count money opposite the Chanukah lights.
The Gemara compares it to the Mitzvah of כיסוי הדם - covering the 
blood of a bird or non-domesticated animal, after שחיטה.
There we learned,
?He shall not cover it with his foot. Why - לא יכסנו ברגל
 So that Mitzvos not be treated by him in a - שלא יהא מצות בזויות עליו
disrespectful manner. 
Here too, it would be disrespectful to use the illumination of the נר 
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כסוכה וכמבוי

דלא שלטא בה עינא

נר חנוכה
Maximum height of the
menorah 

אמר רב כהנא דרש רב נתן בר מניומי משמיה דרב תנחום

נר חנוכה
שהניחה
 למעלה
מעשרים
אמה

פסולה

אמר רבה נר חנוכה…
מצוה להניחה בטפח הסמוכה לפתח

כדי שיהא

והלכתא משמאל

נר חנוכה
משמאל

ומזוזה
מימין

Right side or Left side

 אמר רב יהודה אמר רב אסי

כנגד 
נר חנוכה

אסור
להרצות מעות

כיסוי הדם
לא יכסנו

שלא יהא מצותברגל
בזויות עליו



שבת דף כב.

4

5

DafHachaim.orgDedicated By:
Review

4

5

Shabbos 22 - 2 

In connection with this Halacha of ביזוי מצוה, the Gemara cites 
a dispute: רב אמר, אין מדליקין מנר לנר – Rav says that it is 
forbidden to kindle from one Chanukah light to another.
.Shmuel disagrees, and permits it - ושמואל אמר מדליקין
The Gemara cites two possible reasons for Rav’s prohibition;
 because it is considered disrespectful - משום ביזוי מצוה ---1---
of the mitzvah.
 because it appears to take away - משום דקא מכחיש מצוה ---2---
from the mitzvah. And the Gemara elaborates,
- איכא בינייהו דקא מדליק משרגא לשרגא
The difference between these two reasons is whether one 
would be permitted to kindle one Chanukah light directly 
from another Chanukah light without an intervening match.
According to the first reason of  ביזוי מצוה this would be 
permitted. For it is only considered disrespectful when one 
kindles a match – which is not an object of mitzvah - from the 
Chanukah light, but not when one kindles one Chanukah 
light directly from another – since they are both objects of 
mitzvah. However, according to the second reason, משום דקא 
 even direct kindling is forbidden, for by doing so ,מכחיש מצוה
it appears as though he is taking something away from the 
first Chanukah light.The Gemara questions Rav’s opinion 
prohibiting the kindling of one Chanukah light from another 
from a Baraisa that says וממנה היה מדליק ובה היה מסיים - In the 
 they would kindle all the menorah lamps with בית המקדש
light from the נר מערבי - the western lamp.
Now, according to the first reason given, משום ביזוי מצוה, we 
could say that the menorah lamps in the Bais Hamikdash had 
long wicks, and thus they were kindled directly from the 
light of the נר מערבי without an intervening match – which 
according to the first view is permitted.
However, according to the second reason משום דקא מכחיש 
 the difficulty remains. For according to the second view ,מצוה
Rav also forbids kindling directly from one lamp to another.
This proves that Rav only forbids using a match to take light 
from one Chanukah lamp to light another lamp, but direct 
kindling is permitted.

The Gemara concludes, that the question of kindling from 
one Chanukah light to another is dependent on the fundamen-
tal question of whether 
 the KINDLING of the Chanukah lights is – הדלקה עושה מצוה
the main part of the mitzvah, or 
-the main part of the Mitzvah is the PLACE – הנחה עושה מצוה
MENT of the lit menorah in the prescribed place.
Now, if הדלקה עושה מצוה, מדליקין מנר לנר - one may kindle 
directly from one Chanukah light to another. Since one 
fulfills the mitzvah immediately with the act of kindling, it is 
not considered disrespectful of the first light. However, if 
 Then kindling from one - הנחה עושה מצוה, אין מדליקין מנר לנר
Chanukah light to the other is forbidden. Since the actual 
mitzvah is not fulfilled with the act of kindling it is therefore 
considered disrespectful to the first light when it is used to 
kindle the second light.
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The Gemara then cites several related Halochos in an effort to 
prove whether
 The first one seems to indicate.הנחה עושה מצוה or הדלקה עושה מצוה
;הנחה עושה מצוה
- דאמר רבא היה תפוש נר חנוכה ועומד לא עשה ולא כלום
If he holds the Chanukah menorah in his hand the entire time from 
when he lit it until it went out without putting it down, he has not 
fulfilled the mitzvah. This  indicates, that the Mitzvah is fulfilled 
with the הנחה - setting it down in its proper place - and not with the 
 .alone הדלקה
The Gemara answers that even if the mitzvah is fulfilled with the 
 alone, Rava obligates one to place the menorah down, for by הדלקה
holding it in his hands the entire time, 
 it would appear to onlookers that he – הרואה אומר לצורכו הוא דנקיט לה
is holding the Menorah and using its light for his personal use, and 
not for the sake of the א, publicizing the miracle.
The Gemara then cites another teaching of Rava that seems to 
indicate that הדלקה עושה מצוה.
- דאמר רבא הדליקה בפנים והוציאה לא עשה כלום
If he kindled his Chanukah menorah indoors and then carried it out 
to its proper place in front of his doorway, he has not fulfilled the 
Mitzvah. This reason for this is seemingly because הדלקה עושה מצוה 
and therefore one must kindle the menorah in its proper place so 
that he can fulfill the mitzvah at the time of the kindling. If however, 
 one should be able to fulfill the mitzvah even after he הנחה עושה מצוה
kindles the menorah – by placing the lit menorah in his doorway.
The Gemara refutes this proof by saying that in this case too, we can 
say that even if הנחה עושה מצוה, one may not carry the menorah to its 
proper place after lighting it, because 
 an onlooker will say that he kindled - הרואה אומר לצורכו הוא דאדלקה
the menorah for his personal use.
On the next daf the Gemara will prove definitively that הדלקה עושה 
.מצוה


